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half, with him has gone cricket. Sometimes on matchless
turf, usually on burnt unruly pitches, sometimes on levelled
and rolled mud or on coir matting, there in the four quarters
of the globe has cricket been played. It is, even in village
cricket, a 'gentleman's game5. In the Army it has always
been the initiative of the officers which has not only started
but kept the cricket ball a-rolling. When in the early
nineties of the last century Lord Harris came as Governor
to Bombay, cricket in India received a great fillip and its
higher side became more seriously studied. Cricket was
added to the qualifications which it seemed good to the am-
bitious young man to acquire, and it was fairly evident to
its audience that in the Governor of Bombay's band pro-
ficiency on the cricket-pitch and in the Government House
team, was more important than that on clarionet and
cornet!

But long before Lord Harris had come as great pro-
consul, cricket had come to stay in the schools and colleges
in Bengal and Bombay; curiously enough the entirely un-
virile Indian intelligentsia took to the game with zeal, both
boys and young men. The old English feeling that all
cricketers must have unblemished souls and hearts did not
hold good in its entirety, for zeal and considerable pro-
ficiency in the game of the Saxons did not produce the results
expected. Hardiness and what in India is known as jawan-
mardi, manliness, are not of necessity produced thereby, and
timorous natures would stand up to a cricket ball and nothing
eke, which was and is a paradox. The Parsee community
also took to cricket and after many years of endeavour have
made a very good fist of it, and hold their own in high-class
cricket. Among the lads of the more virile races we have
seen some very fine performers indeed, notably the England-
famous, nay the world-famous 'RanjT, the Rajput Prince,
and his nephew, wrhile even Bengal has produced good
cricketers and, what is more mysterious, good Association
football players.

At the present moment, therefore, cricket, to which must